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mother-goddess, a conception which runs right through the
history of religious thought, from the strangely distorted
figurines of the stone-age cave-dwellers down to the Holy
Virgin of the Catholic faith. Dumuzi, god of fertility, who
has already been mentioned, is chiefly connected with the
symbolical myth of death and resurrection. Like the foliage
which he represents, he dies in the winter and 6 descends
beneath the mountain'. In the spring the mother-goddess
intercedes for him, and the sun-god, Shamash, returns to
lead him back to earth. The moon-god is Nannar or Sin, and
there is in addition a group of warrior-gods or slayers of
mythical animals, often represented on cylinder-seals. Finally
there is Imdugud, the lion-headed bird, and Zu, the storm-
bird, who stole the 'Tablets of Destiny' from Enlil. The
Sumerian heaven was populous, and these are only a few
of the names already known of its inhabitants*

Sumerian builders were prolific, so that scores of their
temples have now been excavated in Iraq, many of them
dedicated to one or other of the gods and goddesses men-
tioned above. The larger cities usually had a patron-god
to whom their largest shrine was dedicated, as, for instance,
Nergal at Kutha or Enlil at Nippur. The central group of
temples in such cities was sometimes enclosed by a high
temenos wall. Rising above this, the people living in the
outer town would see the ziggurat or staged tower, the arti-
ficial mountain at the summit of which the Sumerians cele-
brated their most sacred ceremonial. Something is known
of this ritual from inscriptions, pictures carved in stone and
some other sources. It took place at the great annual festival
celebrating the new year. A young priest and priestess were
elected to fulfil the principal role, and for the time being
became identified with the god and goddess of fertility. After
visits to various temples they were led in a religious pro-
cession to the ziggurat, where, in the presence of a single
psiest, they consummated the symbolical union which alone
would insure the success of the new season's crops. Having
no further function as human beings, the two then apparently
died, and were buried. It seems extremely probable that the
rich tombs found at Ur, whose owners bore names with no
titles or insignia of temporal royalty, were in fact the victims
of this rite* Buried with them, in addition to all their personal